Spirits Reach development
to provide fibre optic cable

Seebrmirted ﬁj Spirits Reach

A new development baside Colum-
bia Lake will be the first subdivision in
the valley to have fibre opric cable o ev-
ery home.

Spirits Reach, now being construce-
ed by Columere Park Developments
Led., will include the fibre optic con-
nection to allow high-speed intemer ac-
cess to residents.

"A fibre opric line Im 2ach home can
provide high speed internet access more
than 20 times faster than cable or DSL
lines,” says Dtan McCarthy of Columbia
Mannrain COpen Werworl, the filbre -
tic service provider.

Homeowners will enjoy the benehts
of faster internet service ot Spints Reach
than many will have in their principal
homes in larger centres such as Calgary
or Kclowna.

“Bvery home will have fibre optic
cable installed to its premise. Based on
expedeme with developuens in e
area, it is clear ro us thar access to the
level of services and applications char
this will provide to homeowners s in
demand and groering,” eaid Thanna Rae,
who owns Columere Partk Develop-
ments with her husband Llave.

The Spirits Reach project will le-

verage the work underway on the fibre
backbone project with the Regional
Districe of East Kootenay.

"We believe this is a vital next step
in community development and sec
that represented in projects underway
with member communirties such as the
Village of Radium Hot Springs. This is
a progressive approach for community
vitality,” Donna Rae said.

Also, recreational residents of Spints
Reach will be able ro remain connacred
to their homes and businesses outside
the valley with advanced telecommuni-
cations and semvices such as video con-
feren r.'mg and mn1ﬁ1}r manitn r'mg.

The Raes said that providing these
services will result in the recreational
homeowners spending more time at
their propertics, resulting in economic
benefits to the wﬂc}r as a whole.

Construction of the Spinoss Rcach
community is underway, incuding
Pla-::mmr of the fibre optic conduit.
Servives wud applications will be avail-
able to the homeowners upon possession
of their new home at Spirits Reach.

Meanwhile Radiim residents wall
vore in a Sepr. 3 mferendum ahoor
whether to accept council’s plan to bor-
rowr $2.45 million to pmvld: the fibre
eptis cabls o cach home in the villaps.



